2012 Genevieve Clough Fellowship Program

Application Information and Check List

Attached is the application form for the Genevieve Clough Fellowship Program, plus a glossary of important terms.  Clough Fellowships are awarded on the basis of financial need and are intended to assist students in securing degrees from vocational schools, two-year, and four-year schools. Students are encouraged to apply to more than one school, including at least one school in Colorado, and to find an affordable school. Students are especially encouraged to consider attending one of the many campuses of Colorado Mountain College. Students and their families are expected to contribute towards the cost of higher education, which includes obtaining loans. Clough Fellowship funding is not available to attend private, for-profit proprietary schools. Students whose family income is over $90,000 are unlikely to be eligible unless there are special circumstances. Applicants must show motivation and potential to succeed in college or vocational school. Award amounts are determined by funds available; amounts differ for each student.
Fellowships are available to high school graduates of Garfield County School Districts 16 and RE-2 who demonstrate financial need and who have resided in western Garfield County for at least twelve months prior to graduation. Graduates of the current school year will be given first preference; however, individuals who have graduated within 24 months prior to application submission and who have not started a post high school education or college program are also eligible to apply. Fellowships are also available to applicants who reside in the District 16 or RE-2 attendance areas and have graduated from a local, publicly funded alternative high school or have completed a GED within 24 months prior to applying.

The application deadline date is March 15, 2012. Applications received after that date may receive consideration, but late applications may affect the selection process and award amount.
When returning your application please be sure to include the following documents:


□ Completed Application – submit all materials available by the deadline. 
(The college financial aid award letter should be submitted as soon as it is received.)

□   Essay (make sure the essay is an example of your own best writing such as you would submit to your English teacher for a grade - see instructions for the essay on page 1 of the application.)

□ Two Letters of Recommendation from faculty, community members, employers or others who know of your character and qualifications and would be able to reinforce your educational career goals. These letters should be from persons who are not family members or friends.

□ Copies of the student’s and parents’ 2011 tax returns (for each parent if parents file separately)   Social Security numbers can be blacked out.  

□ A copy of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and Student Aid Report

      (SAR) showing Expected Family Contribution (EFC) (if eligible to complete) The FAFSA should be completed as early as possible, and no later than your school’s priority deadline for financial aid!

□ High School Transcript, ACT scores, or GED certification (if applicable)


□ A copy of each school’s financial aid award letter (if not available by the deadline, submit this information as soon as it is available)


□ Photo (school photo or senior picture is fine)

Eligible applicants may be required to attend an interview with the scholarship selection committee.
Recipients who attend schools other than Colorado Mountain College may be required to provide a bill from the school and a schedule of classes before award disbursements will be made. Recipients will also provide transcripts, schedules, and bills at the start of spring semester of 2013 before an award disbursement will be made. Clough Fellows must maintain a cumulative 2.5 GPA in college.
Important Terms

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA): the application used to apply for federal student aid.  Apply as soon as possible on or after Jan 1 to meet school and state aid deadlines. You will need your and your parents’ tax returns or estimated tax information and documents such as W-2 forms, bank statements and business and mortgage information in order to complete the FAFSA.  Applying for federal student aid is FREE; learn more at www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov.
Student Aid Report (SAR): summarizes all the information you provided on your FAFSA.  Your SAR will usually contain your Expected Family Contribution (EFC), the number that is used to determine your eligibility for federal student aid, and may state a need for additional information. Pay attention if the report states that additional information is needed.
Expected Family Contribution (EFC):  the number that is used to determine your eligibility for federal student financial aid. This number results from the financial information you provided in your FAFSA application. Your family’s income, assets and benefits are considered in determining your EFC. Your family size and the number of family members who will be attending a college or career school are also considered.  Your EFC is reported to you on your Student Aid Report (SAR). The EFC is a way of comparing a family’s relative financial strength to that of other applicants.

If your family’s income will be significantly less in the current year than the previous year, you can appeal your EFC with your college or university. Contact the school about this process. 

Cost of Attendance: the total amount it will cost you to go to school, usually expressed as a yearly figure. The Cost of Attendance includes tuition and fees, on-campus room and board (or a housing and food allowance for off-campus students), and allowances for books, supplies, and transportation. It also includes miscellaneous and personal expenses.

Determining your Financial Need for Federal Student Aid Programs (except for an unsubsidized Stafford Loan): your school subtracts the Expected Family Contribution (EFC) from your Cost of Attendance.

Award Letter: an award letter from a school states the type and amount of financial aid (grants, work-study, and loans) the school will provide if you accept admission and register to take classes at that school. See also financial aid package.

Financial Aid Package: The total amount of financial aid (federal and nonfederal) a student is offered by the school. 

COF (College Opportunity Trust Fund): provides a stipend to eligible undergraduate students. The stipend pays a portion of your total in-state tuition when you attend most Colorado public institutions or a participating private institution (currently Regis and the University of Denver).  You must apply for COF.  Check the website at https://cof.college-assist.org to apply, or access this information from the collegeincolorado.org website.
.

GENEVIEVE CLOUGH FELLOWSHIP 2012 APPLICATION
Name of Applicant:       





Birth date:       
Home Phone Number:      

Cell Number:      

Work Number:      
Email Address:      
Permanent Mailing Address
Physical Address (if different from mailing address)
	     
	     

	                             
	                               


City
              State
     Zip
City
             State

     Zip


Years of residency in Garfield County:                Date of high school graduation or GED Certification:       
High school attended:        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Coal Ridge           FORMCHECKBOX 
 Rifle         FORMCHECKBOX 
 Grand Valley         FORMCHECKBOX 
 Publicly funded alternative HS


Name of school  
Are you a First Generation Student? (Neither of your parents ever attended college)       FORMCHECKBOX 
   yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 no 

Please list, in order of preference, the institutions you are considering attending.  

                     


   Part time         Length of
Name of Institution                             City and State                              Area of study

   or full time     Program
	1     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	2     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	3     
	     
	     
	     
	     


If you are not considering a school in Colorado, please state why (may be attached):      
Please list community service, work, honors, extracurricular activities, and interests (may be attached but limit to one page).
     
Are there any special circumstances we should take into account when evaluating your scholarship needs? 
(may be attached)      
Essay:  To help us understand your motivation, we ask that you accompany this application with a short (1-2 page) essay. This essay should be an example of your best writing, such as you would turn in to your English teacher for a grade. Plagiarized material will disqualify you from receiving a Clough Fellowship. 
Choose two of the following topics:
1. If you have chosen a college, explain how this choice advances your long-term career goals.          
2.  Choose three words that describe you and explain why. Use examples.
3. What quality do you like best in yourself and what do you like least? What quality would you most like to see flourish and which would you like to see wither?

4. Describe any special interests you have and how you have developed knowledge regarding these interests.

5. Give examples of your creativity – the ability to see alternatives; take diverse perspectives; come up with many, varied or original ideas; or willingness to try new things.

6. Describe the most significant challenge you have faced and steps you have taken to address this challenge. Include whether you turned to anyone in facing the challenge, the role the person played, and what you learned about yourself.

7. Explain the goals you have established for yourself and your efforts to accomplish these. Give at least one example that demonstrates your work ethic/diligence.

HOUSEHOLD AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION

(Please note: This information is confidential. The committee retains the right to request additional information.

        Name
Address (if different than yours)                       Occupation and Employer
          Annual Income
	Name of Applicant
     
	     
	     
	$     

	Name of Father (or guardian)
     

	     
	     
	$      

	Name of Mother (or guardian)
     

	     
	     
	$     


Siblings (under 24)
   Age

School attending



                        Grade

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     


With whom do you live?      
Estimated Family Living Expense per month 
	Mortgage/Rent $      
	Utilities $      
	Food $      

	Other (please explain) $                                                                                                                  Total $     


	Estimate Cost of Education Per Year
	Institution 1
	Institution 2
	Institution 3

	Tuition & Fees

Room & Board

Books and Supplies

Transportation

                                                             Other

                                             Total
	$       
$       
$       
$       
$       
$       
	$       
$       
$       
$       
$       
$       
	$       
$       
$       
$       
$       
$      


Funds available to meet your college costs per year - If you reasonably expect money from a source, but are not sure, please list amount and, next to it, the date you expect to know. Do not leave this section blank!



                               Certain            Possible


	Parental support(explain)     

	$     
	$     


	Support from other family members e.g., grandparents (explain)      

	$     
	$     

	Your personal funds (savings, cash, etc. available now) (explain)     
	$     
	$     


	Your earnings between now and when you begin your college coursework (explain)     

	$     

	$     

	Your earnings during the 2011-12  school year (explain)     

	$     

	$     

	Scholarships (explain)     

	$     

	$     

	Grants and other awards (explain)     

	$     

	$     

	Parent loans (explain)     

	$     

	$     

	Student loans (explain)     

	$     

	$     


I have reviewed the checklist to make sure that my application is complete.  I affirm that all statements in this application for financial assistance are true to the best of my knowledge. I authorize release of information other than financial information, and my photo, in published materials and scholarship press releases. 






Date:      


APPLICANT SIGNATURE








Please return the completed application and supporting documents to your high school counselor. 
For more information, contact:
Cindy Rhodes
 




Carol Efting 





Western Colorado Community Foundation

Colorado Mountain College Foundation 

970 243-3767 Fax: 970 243-9767


970 947-8355 Fax: 970 947-8385
crhodes@wc-cf.org





cefting@coloradomtn.edu
